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  Ogle County Solid Waste Management Plan 
 2021 Update Review 

My focus is more on education/promotion, recycling, composting. 

Task #1: 
A: Would love to see fully implemented and promoted. 
C: Think this needs more support and community involvement.  
E: Can we recruit more “educators.” (As a former teacher, too, yes, 

I’m volunteering. And I think I know others who might be willing. Is this 
possible?) 

F: Willing to assist here, too. 
G: Vitally important! 
H: This needs more work, also. I’ve talked with teachers in the 

Oregon District about this. Not personally knowledgeable about other 
districts in the county. Stop the use of Styrofoam! Set up composting, 
etc.  

Task #2: 
C: Love this and hope it continues. 
E: Again, more aggressive promotional education is needed here. 

Task #4: 
Issue of residential recycling has major challenges 
1) Ease of implementation
2) Education
3) End product reception   (Find ways to work with companies

like Trex? Encourage recycling business development in the
County? (Fits more under Task #5 A/B?)

4) Help multi-unit dwelling dwellings to implement? (Task #7 C)

Task #7 
B: Include Rural areas? 

Personal note on yard waste: 



 We do compost as much as possible, but it is not something 
everyone has the capacity to do.  In spite of our efforts we still put out a 
lot of yard bags for pick up.  Is this a business opportunity?  
And food waste composting is not feasible for everyone, either. Another 
business? https://collectiveresource.us/ 
 
I also am learning vermiculture, which would also be a fun educational 
item and it makes home food waste composting more accessible. 
Though the worms don’t eat everything. I still have some stuff just for 
compost pile.  
 
Thank you for this opportunity.  And thank you for all you do!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Received by email on 4/12/2021 

 

Steve,  

I am responding as a member of CAC to the Solid Waste Management Plan.  The tasks still seem 

appropriate and each tasks seems worthy of continuing.  Repetition is the mother of learning and 

continuing the education of the public is essential.  That only 28% is the recycling rate for Ogle County is 

a definite indicator of more needing to be done via education.  Not having recycling in Rural Rochelle 

where I live is disappointing.  We end up taking what we can recycle to our children who live in 

Rochelle.  The recycling bins that were taken out of the area had been our resource but since their 

removal that option was taken away.  They were inappropriately used many times so some sort of 

control would need to be established like a permit and certain days for pickup of just paper products, or 

glass etc.  A Boy Scout group or some civic minded organization might be given a grant to hold a 

collection once a month.  Perhaps this is too simplistic but we need the younger generation to embrace 

recycling. 

From discussions during our meetings as well as comments by those who live within several miles of a 

landfill, it seems the 1320 distance is inadequate.   Since that was identified as a legislative issue Task 10 

definitely needs to continue. 

Perhaps town meetings need to be held on this issue which affects our environment and health.  I would 

not have known to volunteer for this CAC had you not called.  However, I do know that when the landfill 

in the Rochelle area was being discussed there was a lot of public input.  Understandably, those closest 

to the site were the most vocal but it did get public turnout and the younger generation is most 

interested in the environment and solving issues affecting it. 

 

Eileen Liezert 

Co-President League of Women Voters-Rochelle Area 

 



/ RECEIVED APR 1 2 2021 

Ogle County Solid Waste Management Plan 
. 2021 Update Review Questions 

Please review the existing Solid Waste Plan (20 Year Update), especially Chapters 2 and 3 which 
include adopted recommendations (pages 25-54). The Plan is available on the Ogle County website or 
we can provide you a copy by mail. When reviewing it, please consider the following questions and 
provide any thoughts or opinions you have on each task or recommendation Submit your comments by
email or mail by April 14, 2021 to be considered. Include your name and contact information. We 
appreciate your time, effort and opinions on the Solid Waste Management Plan Update. 
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2. To your knowledge, bas the task or recommendation been completed?
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3. What changes should be made to the task or wording of each recommendation?

4. What new tasks, recommendations, programs or services would you like to be considered for
implementation in Ogle County?
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5. What waste management or recycling problems or issues do you think need to be addressed in
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6. Please provide any other ideas, suggestions, criticism or other comments in writing so that we
may consider them and respond to them. ' 
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Ogle County Solid Waste Management Department 
909 Pines Road, Oregon, IL 61061 
815-732-4020; www.oglecounty.org
Email: solidwaste@pglecounty.org

Comments from 

Suzie Corbitt



Drew Hogan 
Byron, IL 61010 
drew.hogan.us@gmail.com 

April 14, 2021 

Director Steve Rypkema 
Ogle County Solid Waste Management Department 
909 W. Pines Rd. 
Oregon, IL 61015 

Subject: Written Comments to Ogle County Solid Waste Management Plan Twenty-Year Update – 
February 2015 

Dear Mr. Rypkema, 

Please see my comments in the below table. 

Section Page 
Number 

Comments 

Executive Summary Pg 6, Para 4 Consider including the current size and quantity of waste that is stored in each to give a better 
understanding of just how much waste each landfill receives each year.  Include how much 
waste is received from Ogle County and how much waste is received from outside of the 
county.  These numbers will speak to what’s actually happening at the landfills and should be 
included for public transparency, so everyone knows up front what OCSWMD is managing.  The 
plan in general seems to shy away from these facts.  The biggest issue OCSWMD has is 
controlling one of the largest landfills in the nation with a staff of two people and very little 
resources.  This needs to be made apparent in the executive summary. 

Executive Summary Pg 6, Para 5 If the below sentence is correct, then the landfills specifically Orchard Hills should not be 
allowed to bring waste in outside of Ogle County.  Consider updating and stating that host 
agreements have allowed Orchard Hills to receive waste from outside of Ogle County 
specifically Chicago, surrounding suburbs, and surrounding states.  “Ogle County has 
negotiated host agreements with both landfills to provide at least 20 years capacity for non-
hazardous waste generated in Ogle County.” 

Executive Summary  Pg 7 para 2 Who exactly is allowing this expansion? Was there a vote?  Was it made available for public 
comment? Who has final authority on agreeing to this?  Is the county board involved?  Is the 
village board of Davis Junction involved?  This approval process needs to be outlined.  “A 
representative from Advanced Disposal Services Orchard Hills Landfill, Inc. has indicated that 
they are contemplating an expansion of the landfill in the next five years.  This Twenty-Year 
Update would allow such an expansion as long as it meets the siting requirements stipulated in 
Section 39.2 of the Illinois Environmental Protection Act and the Final Disposal requirements 
outlined in this Plan.” 

Executive Summary Pg 7 para 4 How will OCSWMD be funded if Orchard Hills Landfill shuts down and the expansion is denied?  
This should be thought out and planned for.  Relying strictly on host fees may be unreliable. 

Executive Summary  Pg 7 para 5 This needs to be addressed and numerous alternatives of waste to landfill should be 
researched and considered if the county wants to continue accepting tonnage of waste from 
outside the county.  Technology has improved.  Numerous states are now using waste to 
energy systems.  These plants would also be an economic driver for the county by generating 
revenue and job creation along with making Ogle County greener – which is ultimately the goal 
of any waste management plan.  Alternative solutions should be the biggest section of this 
plan. “This Twenty-Year Update does not include an in-depth analysis of the various solid waste 
management technologies as was done in Volume I of the original Solid Waste Management 
Plan.  A brief discussion of various alternative waste management technologies was held with 



the CAC, however, none of these methods were considered feasible in Ogle County at this 
time.” 

Executive Summary Pg 8 para 3 The statement is completely contradictory with the way OCSWMD allows Orchard Hills landfill 
to operate.  Sure efforts being made to reduce reliance on landfilling through waste reduction 
and increased recycling may be happening on a micro-scale in the county, but on the other side 
of the hall Ogle County is allowing for others to dispose of ton quantities of their waste inside 
our county on a daily basis offsetting any small efforts OCSWMD is making locally.  This is 
insanity.  If we’re really looking to “reduce reliance on landfilling” then why does Ogle County 
allow one of the nations largest landfills to operate on our land?  This is why the focus of this 
plan needs to be reducing the amount of waste received by the landfill with a plan for closure 
in the near future. “Significant strides have been made in the County to reduce reliance on 
landfilling through waste reduction and increased recycling.” 

Chapter 1 Pg 10 para 1 Volume I Solid Waste Management Alternatives needs to be updated as stated above. 
Chapter 2 Pg 11  Include annual growth rate of waste generated outside of Ogle County that is being disposed of 

IN Ogle County specifically at Orchard Hills 
Chapter 2 Pg 12 Include the types of waste that are generated outside of Ogle County that are being disposed 

of IN Ogle County specifically at Orchard Hills 
Chapter 2 Pg 13 Table 

3 
Update reported tons from Orchard Hills Landfill.  Show the contrast of the 9% of Ogle County 
Waste disposed at Orchard Hills to the amount coming in from outside of the county. 

Chapter 2 Pg 17 para 2 Update because the recycling program is dead. 
Chapter 2 Pg 20 para 3 

Status of 
Local 
Landfills 

Update all Orchard Hills information.  Include citizens complaints throughout the years and the 
current Illinois Attorney Generals Office complaint for not keeping landfill odors within the 
boundaries.  This section should provide a transparent list of all issues the citizens and 
OCSWMD has had with Orchard Hills. 

Chapter 2 Pg 23 Table 
7 

Update with correct numbers 

Chapter 2 Pg 23 para 1 Add all the haulers that haul waste INTO Ogle County and include the percentages of waste 
they haul.  OCSWMD should know this information to better understand where the waste is 
coming from, who’s hauling it and what type of waste it is.  Right now, I’m not sure any of this 
information is known.  Therefore, how can you charge the right host fees if you don’t know this 
information and solely rely on landfill reporting? 

Chapter 3 Pg 27 Again, all WR tasks listed are negated by accepting daily ton quantities of waste from sources 
outside the county.  If you’re really focused on Waste Reduction efforts – turn then toward 
eliminating the waste that is coming INTO the county.  This will have the most impact on the 
health and quality of life for the citizens and the environment.  Stop the hemorrhage that 
everyone seems to be ignoring. All your other WR efforts, while commendable are just noise 
and a distraction of the real issue at hand. 

Chapter 3 Pg 33 

Pg 34 

Pg 35 

Tasks need to be added to outline the application process for approval of denial for landfill 
expansion requests.  Who needs to approve?  Who has final approval authority based on what 
requirements?  Consider adding application fees.   

Consider adding language that an approval for extension cannot be granted if there are open 
court cases against the landfill.  Why would any entity approve an expansion if the landfill was 
currently under investigation or involved in a complaint for showing a history of not being able 
to contain landfill odors? 

Consider outlining exactly what the pollution control requirements will be before an extension 
is approved.   

Tasks need to be added to address closure of Orchard Hills and the long-term liability impact 
that the landfill will have on the citizens and the environment for the next 50 years.  What will 
be our children’s responsibility?  Is the county charging enough fees to deal with the 
maintenance, compliance, and potential environmental catastrophes in the coming years?  This 
should all be outlined in this plan.  What’s the future look like for Ogle County?  What are we 
leaving behind for our children to deal with?  

Task 2: The host fee should be increased to reflect inflation and include the price necessary to 
address the long-term liability.  $3 million for the county is small coin for the devastating 
impact Orchard Hills is having on the county and will continue to have in the years to come.  
Think about clean up efforts the county will be responsible for paying with the liner of the cells 
erode and it begins polluting our streams, rivers, and aquafer.  You can’t put that quantity of 
waste in one place and not expect it to pollute the environment over its eternity of life.  

Task 3: Additional safeguards need to be added to include a proper gas collection system and 
controls landfill odor, liner guarantees to reduce risk and liability when they fail, extension of 



Pg 36 

distance for the property value guarantee and domestic water well protection, a history of no 
odor complaints from the surrounding area (at least a 10 mile radius), etc.  Again, the focus 
here should address the county’s long-term liability.  

Task 5A: Outline exactly what the “monitoring and assessing” consists of.  How can two people 
monitor and assess one of the largest landfills in the nation by themselves?  Add in what 
resources you need to be able to effectively monitor and assess.  Odor detection equipment to 
read the particulates of methane and other landfill gases in the areas of complaints to provide 
proof to the land.  The technology is available but the request for the proper resources needs 
to be made. 

Task 5B: Add that monitoring efforts of receiving waste at landfills needs to be increased.  
There must be a checks and balance system to ensure that what the landfill says they are 
receiving is in fact what they are receiving.  How is this considered good business practice by 
the county if you’re only taking the landfills report as accurate fact without confirming yourself.  
How many hundreds of thousands of dollars has not been provided in host fees because the 
landfill miscalculated or didn’t count loads of waste?  No one knows.  This needs to be shored 
up.  

Add an additional task to determine what type of waste is subject to host fees.  It should be ALL 
waste, but there’s an issue currently that Steve R. had brought up that the landfill is bringing in 
road waste and other materials that the landfill claims not to be subject to host fees.  The 
county is missing out on a lot of money if this isn’t resolved. 

Add an additional task at establishing local/county fines for anytime odor is detected outside 
the landfill boundary.  These fines must be higher than the fines imposed currently as there has 
been a proven history that the current minor fines have not made a difference in Orchard Hills 
controlling landfill odors.  Under 415 ILCS 5/39 it appears the county has this authority. 

Task 6A:  This task should be one of the biggest parts of this plan outlining exactly what 
research needs to be conducted by whom, provide a timeline for completion, reviews by 
county board and others on way to bring a waste to energy solution to the county that could be 
far more economically advantageous for the county than simply collecting payoff money for 
allowing others to dump waste on our lands. 

Chapter 4 Pg 38 para 3 
Waste 
Reduction 

Source Reduction is the top component.  The biggest generator of waste is outside the county!  
Let’s start at eliminating the source of that before anything else. 

This goal is false and misconstrued.  How can you state this and then allow one the nations 
largest landfills to operate in our county???? “The County’s waste reduction goals are to reduce 
its reliance on landfilling” 

Chapter 4 Pg. 49 para 5 Update section on Orchard Hills regarding final disposal.  They are nearing the end of life if an 
expansion is denied.  Address the long-term liability and if sufficient funds have been collected 
to effectively cover costs.  Include requirements for full cap and closure that must be met by 
Orchard Hills.  This paragraph should include a lot of detail to the landfill knows exactly what 
their responsibilities are to the county. 

Chapter 4 Pg. 51 para 1 

Para 3 

Address how this is being enforced as the information today contradicts this is happening.  
Certain road waste and cover material are not being subject to the host fee.  This court case 
should also be made transparent in the plan.  “Host fees shall be assessed on all types of non-
hazardous solid waste accepted at the landfill, regardless of their use as alternative daily, 
intermediate, or final cover, or any other beneficial use at the site, unless otherwise agreed 
upon by the County Board and the applicant in a host benefit agreement.” 

This should be addressed in the tasks above.  Additional safeguards need to be put into place. 
“Even with the State of Illinois’ rigid landfill laws and regulations, Ogle County reserves the 
right to require additional environmental safeguards.  Therefore, the owner or operator of a 
proposed landfill expansion will be required to establish the following programs and funds 
unless the owner or operator demonstrates to the County that one or more of the following 
measures are not necessary: 

1. An environmental contingency escrow fund or supplemental environmental 
liability insurance in addition to the financial assurance requirements of the State 
of Illinois; 

2. A property value guarantee program for households within 1,320 feet from the 
proposed landfill site; and, 

3. A domestic water well protection plan for domestic wells located within 1,320 
feet of the proposed landfill.



Chapter 4 Pg. 52 para 1 Where can one find this ordinance and rules?  They should be attached to this plan as 
appendices and updated.  Language for odor control should be strengthened and odor 
complaint fees considered for implementation.  “The County has established a Pollution 
Control Facility Siting Ordinance and Articles of Rules and Procedures for any applicant 
proposing to request siting approval for a facility in unincorporated Ogle County” 

Chapter 4 Pg. 52 
Enforcement 
Program 
para 2 

This needs updating.  Add in all the citizen complaint data and include all the past and ongoing 
court cases involving the Orchard Hills and its continued proven negligent behavior.  “Each year 
around forty inspections of IEPA-permitted landfills in the County are conducted, and between 
fifty and sixty complaints regarding improper disposal or burning of waste are investigated.” 

Add the number of citations filed against the Orchard Hills landfill through this means.  “In 
some cases, fines were imposed through Administrative Citations filed with the Illinois 
Pollution Control Board by the Ogle County State’s Attorney Office.” 
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